Ada County Highway District Bicycle Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes — October 6, 2025

Attendees (BAC): Mary Beth Nutting (Chair), Nina Schaeffer (Vice Chair), Morgan
Cornwall, Wava Kaufman, Becky Walker, John Yarnell, Antonio Gonzalez, Gabe
Finkelstein, Antonio Smith

Absent (BAC): Lisa Brady, Ty Ketlinski, Bryan Keen, Robert Lawrence

Attendees (ACHD Staff): Meg McCarthy (Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator), Cody
Homan (Supervisor of Accessibility and Mobility)

Mary Beth Nutting called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm
Approval of the minutes from August 4th, 2025, was achieved without opposition.

Marigold Letter and Adams/Alworth Letter
Motions to approve the letters to be sent to the ACHD Project Teams were made by Nina
Schaeffer and Wava Kaufman. Both letters were approved by the committee

Commission Update for August Commission Meetings

Mary Beth Nutting initiated the discussion on commission updates, with Antonio Smith
sharing insights from the August commissioner meetings. He emphasized the importance of
the October 22nd public hearing for the five-year work plan and mentioned significant
updates, including the completion of 347 crosswalks before the school year.

Adopt-a-Highway Update

Logistics for the Adopt-A-Highway event scheduled for October 19th at Molenaar Park were
discussed, with Nina Schaeffer volunteering to assist in preparations. Mary Beth confirmed
that necessary supplies had been ordered.

Pavement Treatment Test Segment Updates

Meg McCarthy presented an update on pavement treatment methods, particularly chip seal,
and its implications for roadway preservation, while also addressing the challenges faced by
cyclists due to this treatment. The conversation shifted to the friction seal application,
with Morgan Cornwall highlighting its limitations on damaged chip-sealed surfaces.
Cody Homan inquired about its effectiveness on various road segments, leading to a
consensus on the need for ongoing monitoring. Discussions also included the treatment
of bike lanes on Hill Road Parkway, with a proposal for a survey to gather feedback
from the Bicycle Advisory Committee. Antonio Gonzalez raised concerns about road
safety for cyclists, particularly regarding hazardous seams, while Mary Beth and Meg
discussed potential improvements in road conditions and the need for a new absence
policy for BAC members to enhance engagement. Meg acknowledged feedback from
cyclists regarding the negative effects of chip seal and outlined ongoing tests of different
products, including friction seal and slurry seal. The goal is to gather feedback and conduct



a cost-benefit analysis for future treatments. Morgan Cornwall highlighted the limitations of
friction seal, explaining that it was ineffective for repairing damaged chip-sealed surfaces,
despite initial expectations from ACHD. She suggested that friction seal could be beneficial
if applied to fresh chip seal, improving the cycling experience. Meg McCarthy noted the
importance of ensuring that any communication reflects this understanding. Cody Homan
asked Morgan Cornwall about the status of road segments that had undergone friction
sealing. Morgan explained that the section between Executive and Cloverdale showed
significant damage, while newer sections performed well. Cody noted the importance of
observing the condition of these roads over the next few years and expressed interest in
potentially applying new treatments. Mary Beth Nutting inquired about the treatment of bike
lanes on Hill Road Parkway, noting the use of friction seal. Meg McCarthy confirmed that
the friction seal was applied to specific segments in 2021 and discussed the timeline for the
next chip seal season. They proposed gathering feedback from the BAC and the public
through a survey to assess the effectiveness of the bike lane treatments. Antonio Gonzalez
noted a significant trend in cycling towards wider tires and lower pressures, which has
enhanced the riding experience on rough roads. Gabe brought up safety issues related to
the seams between the gutter pan and the pavement, emphasizing that these discrepancies
can cause accidents. Meg McCarthy acknowledged the problem and suggested that staffing
and equipment improvements could help address these road safety concerns. Cody Homan
discussed the Hill Road extension, highlighting that the segment from South Edgewood

to Becknoll Lane was not chip sealed, which explains its smoothness. He pointed out that
while other sections had been treated with friction seal, the untreated area still shows visible
cracks. Mary Beth Nutting acknowledged the importance of this information and the impact
on cyclists. Mary Beth Nutting emphasized the importance of sending out a survey to riders,
with Meg McCarthy planning to complete it by the end of the week for distribution in
November and December.

Term Renewals, New Members and Bylaws

Meg presented the renewal of terms for BAC members. Meg noted that two BAC member’s
terms were expiring and they would not be renewing their term, prompting the need to
advertise for two open seats. The by-laws for all ACHD Advisory Committees will be
updated soon by the district and approved by the commission.

Eyes on the Street

Gabe Finkelstein expressed concerns about e-bicycles and the laws and codes that are
needed to enforce safe usage of e-bicycles. He inquired as to a collaboration between BBP,
City of Boise, ACHD and other stakeholders. Mary Beth Nutting shared that the BAC will be
having a presentation on e-bikes at an upcoming BAC meeting.

Meeting was adjourned



