Bicycle Treatments
Raised Bike Lane
An exclusive bike lane that is raised higher than the adjacent roadway (similar to a sidewalk,
but may be a lower height than the adjacent sidewalk).
ADVANTAGES

CHALLENGES

Higher level of comfort than
painted bike lanes

Expensive
Bicyclists passing each other can
be challenging, depending on
the design

Attractive to a wider spectrum
of the public than bike lanes

LOCATION TYPE

Roads with higher speeds and
traffic volumes

Bend, OR

Protected Bike Lane
An exclusive bike lane separated from vehicle travel lanes, parking lanes, and
sidewalks. Parked cars or other vertical elements separate bike lane from moving
traffic and bike lane is next to curb.
ADVANTAGES

Seattle, WA

Portland, OR

CHALLENGES

Higher level of comfort than
painted bike lanes

May be more expensive than a
standard bike lane

Reduced risk of doors opening
into the lane compared to a typical
bike lane

Requires more space than bike
lanes

LOCATION TYPE
Roads with higher
speeds and traffic
volumes

Attractive to a wider spectrum of
the public than bike lanes

www.seattlebikeblog.com

Two-Way Cycle Track
A protected bike lane with two-way bicycle traffic. Parked cars or other vertical
elements separate bike lane from moving traffic and bike lane is next to curb.
ADVANTAGES

Washington DC

CHALLENGES

Requires less space than two oneway protected bike lanes

May be more expensive than a
standard bike lane

Reduced risk of doors opening
into the lane compared to a typical
bike lane

Requires more space than bike
lanes

Attractive to a wider spectrum of
the public than bike lanes

Intersection conflicts

LOCATION TYPE
Roads with higher
speeds and traffic
volumes, especially oneway streets or streets
where it makes sense to
only have the bike lane
on one side

Shared Use Pathways
Paved pathways away from the road and out of the path of turning vehicles
designed with adequate space for pedestrian and bicyclist use.
ADVANTAGES
Separates bicyclists from
vehicle traffic
Combination of pedestrians and
bicyclists may require less space
than separate facilities for each

Greenbelt at 8th Street

Greenbelt near Shakespeare Festival

CHALLENGES
Needs adequate space to
accommodate buffer from
street and width to allow
the passing of bicyclists and
pedestrians

LOCATION TYPE
Parallel to high-speed,
limited-access roads

Bicycle and pedestrian conflicts
High potential for crashes in
highly urban areas or along roads
with driveways
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